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Representative Diane Loeffler addressing SE Como residents at the 2019 SECIA Annual Meeting at Van Cleve Park on Nov 5. 

Representative Diane  
Loeffler (1953 – 2019) 
served since 2004 as 

Minnesota House Representa-
tive for District 60A (Northeast 
Minneapolis and the Northern 
part of SE Como). 

Diane passed away Saturday, 
November 16th from cancer.

She was responsive to  
neighborhood concerns, listened 
to our suggestions, and was 
a tireless champion for many  
causes. 

SECIA extends our sympa-
thies to Rep. Loeffler’s fam-
ily, friends, and community 
members who were so greatly 
impacted by her dedication to  
helping people. 

We are deeply saddened by 
this tremendous loss. 

We thank 
Rep. Loeffler 
for being an ac-
tive advocate 
for not only the 
Southeast Como  
community, but 
all of Northeast 
Minneapolis. 

Her constant 
involvement with 
community orga-
nizations and care 
for immigrants, 
elderly, homeless and those with 
disabilities made Rep. Loeffler a 
pivotal member of the Minnesota 
House. 

On Tuesday, November 
5th we were fortunate to hear 
her thoughtful, inspiring, and 
provocative remarks at SECIA’s 

2019 Annual Meeting. Her im-
pact on the community will leave 
a significant mark.

Her celebration of Life was 
held on Saturday, November 23rd. 

  
*A primary election will be held on  
January 21, 2020. A special election to fill 
seat 60A will be held on February 4, 2020.
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2-PAC update
2-PAC is the MPD Second Precinct 

Advisory Council. Bring your ques-
tions and join us, the Second Monday 
of the month (except May), at 1900 
Central Ave NE, free parking on Cen-
tral and all cross streets.  

The doors open at 6PM and call to 
order is 6:15

In January we learned about the 
new Co-Responder program, a joint 
effort between the MPD and Henne-
pin County Sheriff 's office to better 
respond to persons in mental health 
crisis. 

In February, Judge Janzen walked 
us through Hennepin County  Special 
Courts, a successful program that of-
fers close support to people who need 
more help overcoming addiction is-
sues, dealing with mental health is-
sues, and the issues surviving veterans 
bring home with them. 

You can read about these programs 
and others here:  https://courtwatch-
2pac.com/

Coming up in April, we will learn 
about Cornerstone - a comprehensive 
program to help crime victims get 
back to feeling normal.

In May there is no meeting but 
there is the Second Precinct Open 
House:  Free supper, an awesome mo-
bile command station to explore, kids 
bikes giveaway, mounted police hors-
es, K-9s, robots, and much more.

In June, Biker Dan from Northeast 
Minneapolis wants everyone to enjoy 
our city's safe, extensive bike trails.

Let us know what you’d like to see 
planned for future meetings!

SECIA is hiring!

COMO COUNTS 2020

This event was focused on raising awareness and sharing resources about the 2020 
Census and encouraging voter registration. The top photo shows an interactive map 
activity from the event. The League of Women Voters registration table is pictured 
below. Photos courtesy of Community Building Intern, Amber Wiebe.

SECIA will be looking to hire both Communication and Garden  
interns in the next few months! 

 Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/SoutheastComo and  
on Instagram at @secomompls for future updates.

SECIA’s Como Counts event on February 11, 2020 at Van Cleve Park: 



New development proposed for Southeast Como
A new development has been 

proposed for the Southeast Como 
neighborhood. Northland Real Es-
tate Group – the potential purchas-
er – met with community members 
on February 13th to discuss a pro-
posed redevelopment of the Como 
Congregational Church located at 
1035 14th Ave SE.  For context, 
the church is currently on a com-
bined two city lots located in the 
middle of a residential block be-
tween Como Avenue SE and Hen-
nepin Ave SE. The predominant  
built-form on the block is single- 
family homes. 

The presentation outlined a 
plan to tear down the church and 
build a two and a half story apart-
ment with nine units and 39 total  

bedrooms. Both rent by-the-bed and 
rent by-the-unit models are being 
considered.  For this proposal, the  
developer is seeking rezoning from 
the existing R2B to R3. In the pre-
sentation, it was stated that the rea-
son to rezone to R3 is so the devel-
oper can increase the size (floor area 
ratio or FAR) of the building and in-
clude 10 spots of parking. 

Residents at the February 13th 
brought up concerns about the densi-
ty of the development, its impact on 
neighbors, the precedent it will set 
for development on interior blocks in 
Como, that it doesn't meet the hous-
ing needs identified in Como’s small 
area plan, and the loss of a historic 
building. This proposal was also 
disheartening to those community 

members that have been working to 
convert the building into a commu-
nity arts center or senior community, 
including having a feasibility study 
completed by a historic renovation 
architect who deemed the building 
structurally sound for renovation and 
repurposing.

At this time, Northland’s devel-
opment partners have not submitted 
their final plans to City Planning. 
The Southeast Como Improvement 
Association (SECIA) will take an 
official statement on the plan once 
submitted.  Please contact SECIA or 
your local council members for com-
ment.  

Interested residents can find more 
information on SECIA’s website  
secomo.org

Newly elected House District 60A Representative Sydney Jordan addressing the Legislative Town Hall at Van Cleve on 
Saturday, February 15th. Also addressing the Town Hall were Senator Kari Dziedzic and Representative Mohamud Noor.  
Photo courtesy of Karl Smith.

Legislative Town Hall @ Van Cleve
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NRP releases additional $100k for SE Como priorities
Southeast Como residents approved 

a priorities plan under Minneapolis’ 
Neighborhood Revitalization Program 
(NRP).  

While Minneapolis is eliminating 
NRP and there will be no new funds 
under this program, Minneapolis did 
recently release funds that were al-
ready prioritized under SE Como’s 
NRP Phase II Plan but had been ‘fro-
zen’ by Minneapolis years ago. 

This gives the neighborhood ap-
proximately $100,000 earmarked for 
neighborhood priorities.

Before the Southeast Como Im-

provement Association (SECIA) uses 
these funds for neighborhood goals, 
SECIA wants to determine if neigh-
borhood priorities have changed since 
Como’s Plan was approved in 2006.  

Como’s NRP goals and strategies 
cover the following areas:

• Environment
• Housing
• Safety and livability
• Parks and schools
• Building community
• Business
• Transportation 
• Community services. 

Reviewing our priorities:
In order to gather community 

feedback, SECIA will offer oppor-
tunities to review our Phase II Plan 
and provide input including; what 
are your current priorities, what  
areas should be funded, are 
there new priorities you would  
recommend and solicit community 
project ideas.  

Watch for further information 
over the next couple of months in 
SECIA’s E-Comotion (you can sign-
up for this bi-weekly newsletter on 
SECIA’s website, secomo.org.

Are you ready 
to start 

gardening?

Proposed plans for Pollinator Patch, courtesy of Lila Smith.

We’re excited to announce a possible new  
garden in the works! The Pollinator Patch 
would be located on the NW corner of Van 
Cleve Park at 13th and Como.

To stay up to date and learn how to get in-
volved, please join our Gardening email list 
with a request to lauren@secomo.org. 

Here are our first tentative gardening dates 
to pencil into your calendar:

• Thursday, April 30th @ 4:00 pm
 Talmage Crossing Spring Cleanup
• Saturday, May 2nd @ 10:00 am. 
 Pollinator Patch preparation
• Thursday, May 7th @ 3:30 pm.  

 Accord Garden Spring Cleanup
• Saturday, May 23rd @ 10:00 am. 
 Pollinator Patch Planting Day
• Saturday, May 30th @ 10:00 am. 
 Talmage Crossing Garden Planting

 All are welcome! Gloves, tools and snacks 
will be provided. Hope you can join us!

*The rusty-patched bumble bee is now federally listed as an endangered species. This species, which once had an expansive 
range, is now found only in isolated pockets—one of which is the Twin Cities Metro area. (source: www.beelab.umn.edu)
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UPCOMING EVENTS
January February 

SECIA Board Social @ Van Cleve Park
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

SECIA Board Meeting @ Van Cleve Park
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Discover Square Dancing! @ Van Cleve Park
1:30 pm – 2:30 pm
Come join us for a fun, beginner-friendly hour of 

good, old-time square dancing! Professional caller 

Ann Carter, will lead fun, simple dances. No expe-

rience or partner needed! Ann’s motto is: “Hand 

over hand, heel over heel, the more you dance the 

better you feel.”

Estate Planning @ Van Cleve Park
1:30 pm – 2:30 pm
This class is an ideal way to learn more about estate 

planning. Liz Pierce, a local attorney with 35 years 

experience, will walk you through the process and 

explain the merits of having a will, power of attorney 

and a health care directive.

SECIA Community Project Night @ Van 
Cleve Park, 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

SECIA Community Project Night @ Van Cleve Park 
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Southeast Lunch Bunch: Caucuses, Primaries, and 
Elections 2020 @ Prospect Park United Methodist 
Church, 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

2-PAC Monthly Meeting @ Monroe Village 
Apartments Community Room
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 
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2-PAC Monthly Meeting @ Monroe Village 
Apartments Community Room
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 
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KEEP IN TOUCH
Follow us on social mediaStay updated with our biweekly newsletter, E-Comotion. 

Sign up at our website, secomo.org.
Facebook 
Instagram 

@SoutheastComo
@secomompls

The Comotion is a quarterly newsletter for the Southeast Como neighborhood 

from the Southeast Como Improvement Association (SECIA). 
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April

May

SECIA Community Project Night @  
Van Cleve Park, 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

SECIA Board Meeting @ Van Cleve Park, 
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

SECIA Board Meeting @ Van Cleve Park, 
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Southeast Lunch Bunch: Running Away 
to Join the Circus @ Prospect Park  
Methodist Church, 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm

SE Seniors: Living Well with Parkinson’s 
Disease  @ Van Cleve Park,  
1:30 pm - 2:30 pm

2nd Precinct Open House  @ 2nd  
Precinct Police Station, 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm

2-PAC Monthly Meeting @ Monroe Village 
Apartments Community Room, 6:00 pm
Southeast Lunch Bunch: Travel  
Adventures in Taiwan @ Prospect Park 
Methodist Church, 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm

50th Anniversary Earth Day Celebration  
@ Van Cleve Park, 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm

SECIA Community Project Night @  
Van Cleve Park, 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

BikeFest  @ Van Cleve Park,  
11:00 am - 2:00 pm

Como Clean-up Day  @ Van Cleve Park, 
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Talmage Crossing Prairie Garden Spring 
Clean-up  @ Van Cleve Park, 4:00 pm 
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The Comotion is a quarterly newsletter for the  
Southeast Como neighborhood from the Southeast  

Como Improvement Association (SECIA).

UPCOMING  
EVENTS


